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Like so many beautiful folk songs, the origins of the melody for “Shenandoah” are long lost to
the mists of time. The oldest references come from stories of traders who made their way west
across North America in the early 19th century.

Disc 58A 60, Sﬂf'zndnd.f.z(: P 5 - bt s DNy
el L L1 ko) S U gy A gz Asshe
AL & 7 ELYS "-'-1.2|u31 M"(“J’Lﬂ.‘lﬂ’lx, Al —~— 4 Z
" lf'-mvj ol L PO
- i
“‘:ﬂ_‘—f—ﬁ_\_q—’ A A ——— . /e
P y " s 3. —— o — ——
=, e o i D L — 7 . . . Thq lflﬁ",-oﬁ1 ¢*——
O 0}”‘“3‘19’4‘ d 4 "! - lf’h : = ..:‘. v
_J Lo f"‘“d““y‘-“ ivaey vou ey Alr. a, 'Sﬁwn.ﬂ
= N =T ﬁ_ﬂizﬁ»ﬁﬂ ___‘:\ ﬂ' '[3 - ‘—:J-‘:\ £ Doy ¥ ——— - -J
S ¢__, et e ¥ e o | 4:-2:- AT ——
‘-...\"_"‘ ot i B o P | i . .- e p—
TR Risns / e o e e S
z rug sy - A4 A g
£ f _ 2, e an ..14”:....7 Crows Ae wividy Mo voues .

Above is Percy Grainger’s 1905 transcription of the melody, made by listening to a retired
boatman singing it as he had while working on a ship in the mid-1800s. The melody used for the
current setting, though bearing much in common with this and other versions, is the one sung
to the arranger as a child.

The song’s original lyrics, many of which were successfully transcribed in the early 20th century,
range from love songs for an Indian Chief’s daughter, to raucous tales of deceit, thievery, and
cultural destruction, to a simple longing for home. These old lyrics, which would certainly
offend many modern sensibilities, were likely only an afterthought, with the song just one of
many folk songs serving as a simple time-passing device for hard-working boatmen.

The text in the present setting is partially drawn from historically familiar lyrics, but rendered as
a gentle call to an idyllic past, which recedes into the distance, across the river of time.

Oh, Shenandoah, I long to hear you,
Away, you rolling river.
Oh, Shenandoah, I long to hear you.
Away, I'm bound away, ’cross the wide Missouri.

"Tis seven years since last I saw you
And heard that rolling river.
"Tis seven years since last I saw you.
Away, I'm far away, ’cross the wide Missouti.

Oh, Shenandoah, I hear you calling,
Through the music of the river.
Oh, Shenandoah, I hear you calling.
Away, I'm gone away, ’cross the wide Missouri.

The cover image, of a railroad bridge crossing the Missouri River from east to west,
was taken by the composer in Steamboat Park, Pierre, South Dakota.
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Shenandoah

Traditional, alt. LP (SATB) Traditional, arr. Lowell Prescott

Flowing J=60

obp—L i 2 T
I ) . y 2 (0]
SA \N\IV ! p = p _‘_i I o —
) z — ! I
Oh, Shen-an - doah, I long to hear you, -4 way,
7
_f) | | | R |
FEEEESE L TE e =
g T \/
__ youroll-ing riv-er___
P 44 .
By DN — - = ~z e
y AT i .
VD I Il ]
= | T |
h, Shen-an -*doah, I long“to hear you.____
13 j >
_ A | poco rit. a tempo
o D
V A - -
6NV D O
5i s—ete
\g)cross the wide__ Mis-sou -
e ——
Ly o Y, e e
. — (y |
e - |
VD ] ] b
) [ [
— A - way, Im oul ay,_ ’cross the wide___ Mis-sou -
20
A Solo hmf esp | =
A =Tk K2 * o -
P vy e e o e® =
oJ we . !
"Tis sev-en years____ since last I saw you____ And
& | W <mf> W
1 Py |
h (V1D
—2 LV‘ ~ O ”) 77 Pace)
sev - en years last 1 saw
g 8 2 8
] Ir) Ih ] I
h V1D |
) J LV‘ T
sev - en years last 1 saw

Copyright © 2021 Lowell H. Prescott. All Rights Reserved. Used by permission.
LHPMusic.com 2021-02/SATB
Alternate versions of this arrangement are available for SAB, SA, SSAA, TB, TTBB, and 2-part mixed.



Shenandoah

o o

O

1 Db
' h [ OD
(€N Y D b
Y g

Sev - €en years

"Tis

riv - er.

that roll - ing

heard

AN

heard that riv

And _

s

00

riv

=2
=

2

that

heard

o)

e 1 Db
J Hh VD

And _

h
v

vV D

31

’cross the

I'm far a - way,

NV

saw you.

since last I

Vv

N Db
ANIY,

way,

a

O

|
2
h [ VI D

[

- f)
-

way,

e © )

-

K ® )

A

e 1 Db
J Hh VD

h
v

vV D

way,

way, a

A

rit.

WL [

I |

P

b [V ¥

) J r

[ Man)

Oh,

Mis - sou

is-sou - i,

wide

o B Y -

1L, [

-l
|

o ]

o,
-

N

Mis - sou

8

ss the wide

R4

L L . L

e, [
- I el

g

s

N

“Je 1 D b
Z h [ VD

A

Oh,

rl.

Mis - sou

wide ___

’cross the



Shenandoah
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Traditional, alt. LP

Shenandoah

Traditional, arr. Lowell Prescott
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* Here the melody may be sung tutti or as a mix of tutti and soloist(s), with optional changes at the indicated spots.
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Shenandoah

(solo or tutti)

gL hH [ V1D

N Db

=

v

wide

’cross the

a - way,

I'm far

way,

1D |

)’ A

h
v

gL hH [ V1D

N~ D

the

Cro;

way,

a

way,

A

[ © )

A

e 1D B |
J h [V D

the

’Cro!

way,

a

way,

\
0 )
[
\n o)
0 ¢ p
. N
Q]
NIf]
(1
¢ [
[
G
Imhv Im
|MWD Ionw
“des gEL.
NG A

B NE 1% 13 =Y e
| ¥ | | Y% | - L X | | ¥ |
iy W EA v u Ay N
AW A vy AW A vy A vy
| Y ¥ | = A = | ¥ | i =

x| - - x| -
EA v EA v L e L e A v

= = =
)5S 0 s el 5 o ¢l (0]
X Jrw iy A Ay _YX|
| 2 0 = |0 = o) |
X[~ = X[~ A vy XX |
1
N, 2 ,V _ « |0 ()
= = \
~ ~
1

=

= .2

S \MV v
| = =
] Aw 2 ] q ¢

1 1
v
= = LB
)A\ ~
nu =) \m .{—nk v nu
w L\) ¢
@ L
8] ™
= 3
K= Y N Ql
| | LA |W |
len _|d N Flen len

_len [N [N b! [N
L L | e L

_K n ~ N n
Jen Jen d len Jen

NG - a0 -~

o Jnm\ Jnm _ﬂ, < GN

Y (

™ ———



Shenandoah
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Traditional, alt. LP

Shenandoah

Traditional, arr. Lowell Prescott
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* Here the melody may be sung tutti or as a mix of tutti and soloist(s), with optional changes at the indicated spots.
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Shenandoah

Traditional, alt. LP (SSAA4) Traditional, arr. Lowell Prescott
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* Here the melody may be sung tutti or as a mix of tutti and soloist(s), with optional changes at the indicated spots.
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Shenandoah

(TTBB)
Traditional, alt. LP Traditional, arr. Lowell Prescott
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* Here the melody may be sung tutti or as a mix of tutti and soloist(s), with optional changes at the indicated spots.
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Shenandoah
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Shenandoah
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Traditional, alt. LP

Shenandoah

(2-part mixed) Traditional, arr. Lowell Prescott
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* Here the melody may be sung tutti or as a mix of tutti and soloist(s), with optional changes at the indicated spots.
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